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Homework set 20: a programming languagestextbook — due
Monday 30April

Total numberof pointsavailableon this homework is 200. Full credit is equivalentto 100points.
(But seebelow.)

Thegoalof this homework assignmentis to begin to evaluatea textbookfor possibleadoptionin
CS451and/orCS552.You will readtheappendixto JohnReynolds’ bookTheories of Program-
ming Languages. The appendixsummarizesthe mathematicalbackgroundneededto masterthe
materialin thetext.

1. (40 pts. – required!) Readtheappendixvery carefully. Take your time: thereareonly 17
pages,but thematerialis verydense.

On the pagesthemselves,mark in coloredink the conceptsyou have not encounteredpre-
viously. For conceptsyou have encounteredpreviously in your mathor computerscience
classes,or in your individualstudies,indicatewhereyousaw themfirst.

Commenton thedegreeof difficulty andthedegreeof interestyouhadin readingthismate-
rial.

2. (20 pts. – required!)Our library recentlyacquiredtwo copiesof this textbookandthey are
on reserve. Go to the library, andborrow thebookthere,but do not checkit out (soothers
cando theirhomework too). Examinethemainbodyof thetext andcommenton it.

3. (140 pts. – but only if you do the first two parts!) Solve problemsA.1 throughA.7 from
Reynolds.(20pts.each)


